ASEAN DAY MESSAGE 2020
FROM THE ASEAN COMMITTEE IN STOCKHOLM (ACS)
On 8 August this year we celebrate the 53rd anniversary of the
establishment of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
- ASEAN. ASEAN is made up of Member States namely Brunei,
Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines,
Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam.
ASEAN was established in 1967 with the aim to promote regional
peace and stability, as well as to accelerate economic growth,
social progress and cultural development of its Member States.
Through the adoption of a comprehensive approach to security,
ASEAN is able to manage existing and emerging challenges. The
underlying principles of ASEAN is carried out through the ASEAN
Way that values consensus in the decision-making process. ASEAN
promotes a comprehensive approach to security challenges,
developing friendly and mutually beneficial relations with partners
and external parties, all with the aim of preserving regional peace
and stability.
Now ASEAN constitutes ten Member States, a combined population
of more than 640 million people with a large and literate young
population, and a growing middle class. Collectively, ASEAN has a
combined GDP of USD3.1 trillion, making it the third largest
economy in Asia and sixth largest in the world.
ASEAN is a dynamic and forward-looking organisation. ASEAN
Leaders at the 27th ASEAN Summit in 2015 adopted the ASEAN
Community Vision 2025, a vision to realise a politically cohesive,
economically integrated, socially responsible, a truly peopleoriented, people-centred and rules-based ASEAN. The ASEAN
Community, is anchored on three mutually supporting pillars:
Political Security, Economic, and Socio-Cultural. The ASEAN
Community encapsulates ASEAN’s resilience and dynamism in a
journey spanning more than half a century, and how far and how
well the ASEAN Member States’ achievement in coming together as
one Community. The ASEAN Community Vision 2025 aims to
sustain the momentum of regional integration and further contribute
to consolidate and deepen the ASEAN community-building efforts.

The ASEAN embassies in Stockholm began to meet informally as a group in 2008 until
the ASEAN Committee in Stockholm (ACS) was established in August 2017. Today the
ACS comprises the six embassies of ASEAN Member States resident in Sweden, namely
Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, the Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam.
ASEAN
committees in third countries are established with the aim to raise the visibility of ASEAN
and enhance ASEAN engagement with host countries.
There is a vast area of cooperation to be further explored by ACS in Sweden. Sweden is
ranked highly for its democratic system of governance and human quality index. Sweden
is also recognised as an innovative nation and has won accolades such as leading the
Innovation Scoreboard 2020, an index published by the European Commission that
assesses the strengths and weaknesses of national innovation systems and helps
countries identify areas they should address. With a GDP of USD 528.92 billion, Sweden
has one of the highest GDP among European Union member states. Sweden also ranked
number 10 in the World Bank’s Ease of Doing Business Index in 2020.
Swedish society has long fostered innovation and entrepreneurship, and Sweden invests
about three percent of the country’s GDP in research and development. The quadruple
helix model where the academia, industry, civil society and the government collaborate to
effectively drive forward and strengthen Sweden’s competitiveness in addressing societal
challenges is a unique approach in governance.
Moving forward, ASEAN too is looking at building its capabilities and competitiveness in a
fast changing and digitally connected global environment. In this regard, cooperation with
Sweden in the areas of innovation, entrepreneurship, education, startups, and science
and technology are of interest to ASEAN. These are growing sectors in the ASEAN
region and provide many opportunities for enhanced engagement by both the private and
public sectors.
In terms of political engagement, ASEAN Member States share Sweden’s strong support
for multilateralism in promoting regional and global peace and security. Sweden’s
feminist foreign policy and the thrust of placing sustainability as a high priority in its
domestic and foreign policy agenda also offer vast areas of cooperation with ASEAN and
its Member States.
Close relations, cooperation and collaboration are crucial more than ever now in the face
of the COVID-19 pandemic. ASEAN is taking proactive action in engaging dialogue
partners and other nations in the fight against the pandemic. ASEAN Leaders recently
convened the 36th ASEAN Summit on 26 June 2020 via video conference, under the
present ASEAN chairmanship of Vietnam. One of the initiatives ASEAN Leaders
announced was the establishment of the COVID-19 ASEAN Response Fund. Additionally,
the Leaders agreed on the critical needs for ASEAN to focus on tackling economic and
social ramifications of the pandemic, while working towards a comprehensive post
pandemic recovery framework.

ASEAN Leaders also held a special session at the 36th ASEAN Summit on Women’s
Empowerment in the Digital Age on 26 June 2020. This session was held in conjunction
with the 25th anniversary of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action on women
empowerment and gender equality adopted in Beijing in 1995. The Leaders reaffirmed the
role of the ASEAN-led mechanisms and cooperation with external partners in supporting
the implementation of regional commitments to advance women, peace and security
agenda. The Meeting agreed that ASEAN should strive to address challenges towards
greater women empowerment in the region, as well as the need to address gender
inequality and uphold women’s rights, as well as prevent and combat violence against
women and domestic violence.
The ASEAN Committee in Stockholm looks forward to closer engagement with Swedish
individuals and entities in government, private sector and civil societies to further enhance
understanding and cooperation between ASEAN and Sweden.
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